14 February 2007

LITTLE DOWNHAM QUALITY COUNCIL

Little Downham Parish Council has been awarded Quality Council status and is only the third Parish Council in East Cambridgeshire to receive this recognition.   

The Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme is a government initiative for all parish and town councils in England.  The accreditation process is conducted by the County Accreditation Panel on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government and co-ordinated with the support of the National Association of Local Councils.  A panel of five independent Local Council representatives adjudicate the applications in Cambridgeshire.  The Status is only awarded when the stringent guidelines, over and above the necessary duties of a Parish Council have been satisfied.  Quality Status is recognised by District and County Councils, Local Government and Grant Funders.

Achieving Quality Parish Council status demonstrates that a Council has met certain minimum standards expected from an effective, representative and active Parish Council.  The tests exceed the statutory duties with which all Parish Councils should comply as a matter of course, and cover Electoral mandate, Council meetings, Communications, Annual Reports, Accounts, Ethical Framework and Qualifications of the Clerk.  One of the criteria is a qualified and competent Clerk.  Jackie Wardle, Clerk to Little Downham Parish Council, achieved the AQA Certificate in Local Council Administration (now known as CiLCA) with 18 Distinctions out of a possible 20. 

Keith Norton, Chairman of the Parish Council, acknowledged the accreditation as the highest accolade any Parish Council could achieve.  He stated “it confirms what Little Downham Parish Council has demonstrated over the years; that it strives to maintain quality services for the benefit of its community”.  

At a gathering of the Parish Council and invited guests, John Hill, Chief Executive of East Cambridgeshire District Council and a resident of the parish, was invited to present the Quality Council certificate to the Chairman of the Council.   He stated “It was a personal and professional pleasure to make the presentation to the Parish Council.  As Chief Executive he doesn’t very often get asked to make presentations but being a parishioner made it more personal.  He was made very welcome when he moved to the parish 12 years ago and believes it is a good community to live in”.  He congratulated the Council on such an outstanding achievement.

The advantage of being a Quality Council will be more beneficial when the Government has passed its Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Bill.  The Bill will take forward many of the commitments made in Strong and Prosperous Communities – the recent Local Government White Paper – including the extension of the power to promote well-being.  If enacted, the bill is expected to confirm the White Paper commitment to extend the power of well-being to all Quality Councils.  Current understanding of the power is that the Parish Council will be able to use its funds for anything that will be a benefit to the community.  More information is expected in May and to take effect in 2008.

A copy of the Quality Council certificate has been put on display in Little Downham Book Café.  Information about the Quality Council Scheme and criteria can be seen on the County Association of Local Councils website, www.calc-cambs.org.uk.
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