LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall,

Little Downham, on Thursday, 30 November 2006 commencing at 7.00pm.

Present: Cllrs KI Norton, in the chair, and Mrs CM Frankland, Mrs P Golding, Mrs CE Hall, 

Mrs ML MacCaulliffe, EW Hall, CE Heaps, RS Martin, R Pearl, and AJ White. 

In attendance:  Dist. Cllr Mrs B Daters, County Cllr P Bailey, Paul Seymour and Andrew Fleet (Buckingham & Sparrow) and 4 members of the public. 

137/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

1. Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs AJ Bailey.

7.03pm
The Chairman introduced Mr Seymour and Mr Fleet. Mr Fleet was invited to approach the Council.

138/06
PLANNING PRESENTATION


1. Buckingham & Sparrow Ltd re development of land to the rear of 94 Main St, Lt Downham - Mr Fleet gave a presentation on draft proposals prior to submitting an application to the Local Planning Authority.  He answered questions and was thanked by the members.  The Council will make a formal comment when the application is duly received from ECDC.

7.23pm
Mr Seymour and Mr Fleet thanked the Council for its time and left the meeting.

139/06
TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM
7.25pm
Meeting adjourned – A complaint was made against the Council for holding the public forum after the planning presentation.  The Chairman explained that the above agenda order gave members of the public an opportunity to listen and make subsequent comments during the public forum if they wished.  Item 143/06.2 was questioned on the agenda.  The Chairman explained that it was a formal notification from ECDC.

7.39pm
Meeting reconvened.

140/06
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None

141/06
TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

1. The minutes of the meetings held 12 October 2006 (Full Council), 2 November (Extraordinary) and 21 November 2006 (Extraordinary) were approved and signed by the Chairman after the word Thursday was amended to Tuesday in the heading of the Minutes dated 21 November 2006.  The Clerk pointed out a typing error in Minutes of 22 September 2006, item 104/06.1, cheque no. 115 should have been recorded as cheque no. 128.  The Clerk apologised for the error and the Chairman initialled the amendment.
142/06
MATTERS TO REPORT 

1. (Min.225/05.1 20/04/06) Book Café – LAP Contract – Following acceptance by Cambridgeshire Libraries of the Business Plan produced by appointed members of the Book Café Committee, the Chairman was able to sign the contract on 02/11/06.  Lesley Noblett duly countersigned on behalf of Cambridgeshire libraries.  

2. (Min.98/06.2 & public forum 02/11/06) Proposed Footpath No. 54 – Second Drove to Third Drove – CCC confirmed that the Order had been passed on 26th October and subject to reprinting the definitive map the footpath was officially recorded.  Funding has been sought and an order is in place for a bridge to be made to span the ditch between the Droves.  It will be installed when made.

3. (Min.131/06.1) Hereward Housing – Proposals for Garage Site at Lawns Crescent, Little Downham – Hereward Housing reply informed that the proposals have been sent to CCC Highways for comment.  All comments will be incorporated where possible, which will include ensuring there is adequate access for emergency vehicles. 

143/06
PLANNING MATTERS 

1.  To consider planning applications received: 

1.1 06/01310/FUL ALS Auto, Downham Garage, 23A Main Street, Lt Downham – Alterations for additional office space and showroom (internal).  Extension to showroom and workshop - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.

2. ECDC Notification of Appeal by GH Taylor, Mr B Taylor, Barclays Bank PLC and the Company Secretary (Taylor Group Logistics), Site at Mount Pleasant Farm, Main Street, Pymoor, Ely, CB6 2DY and Mount Pleasant Farm, 66-68 Main Street, Pymoor, Ely, Cambs CB6 2DY was noted.

Applications ECDC refused: 06/01068/FUL 

Appeal Applications refused: Land adj. 8a Pymoor Lane, Pymoor

144/06
PARISH CRIME MATTERS 

1. Police Crime Reports – Seven crimes were reported during October and November.  

2. To report recent events – Nothing to report on this occasion.

145/06
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

1. Reduced Speed Proposal on Main Street – Cllr Bailey reported that he had received letters of support from parishioners regarding the proposal (see Highways Min. 153/06.3) and informed that the next East Cambs Area Joint Committee meeting is on 22/01/07.

2. Village Hall – Book Café Shelves – Following a request from the Book Café Committee for more shelves, two members of the Village Hall Committee visited the Book Café and agreed that the small archive cabinet could be moved and more shelves fitted adjacent to existing shelves.

146/06
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS – 

1. Dist. Cllrs Mrs Daters and Mr White informed of a meeting regarding the homeless and young people and that some local villages have projects in the pipeline. 

147/06
FINANCE 


1. Monthly Internal Audit - The audit was carried out by Cllrs Mrs CM Frankland and R Pearl. 

2. Quality Council Application – The Clerk informed that she was compiling the Council’s application and portfolio for the 16/12/06 deadline of the January Panel meeting.  The application fee based on the Council’s expenditure is £58.75.  50% funding is available from CALC towards the Clerk’s additional hours and expenses in preparing and submitting the application and portfolio.

It was resolved that the Council approved the application and fee for Quality Council and should put forward a claim to CALC for 50% funding towards the Clerk’s additional costs in preparing and submitting the application and portfolio. 




[1]

3. To consider Admin & Finance Committee recommended Budget Proposals and Precept Option C for 2007/08 – The proposals were reviewed and approved following an increase of Lawn Lane Cemetery expenses from £2000 to £2500 to cover additional maintenance costs.  Funding was included for a Parish Handy Person (Min.123/06). In order to cover the first 6 month’s expenditure in 2008/09, the estimated Precept figure, required by ECDC in November, was agreed at £59,034.00, an increase of approx. 4.5%.  The actual Precept will be set at the January meeting. Proposed Cllr EW Hall, seconded Cllr Mrs ML MacCaulliffe and unanimously agreed.

It was resolved to approve the Admin & Finance Committee’s recommended budget proposals for 2007/08 including the amended Lawn Lane Cemetery Expenses increase from £2000 to £2500, funding for a Parish handy person and estimated Precept figure for ECDC of £59,034.00.










[2]

4. Pavilion burglary costs 05/08/06 – Cambridgeshire Youth Offending Service forwarded on to the Council a cheque for £13.00 from one of the offenders towards the damages.  It was agreed to accept the cheque, deduct the cost of the replaced lock £7.65 and forward £5.35 to the Cricket Club for the damaged crockery. Proposed Cllr R Pearl, seconded Cllr Mrs P Golding.

It was resolved to thank the offender for the cheque and approve the payment of £5.35 to Little Downham Cricket Club for damaged crockery.  




[3]

5. Little Downham Cemetery Committee – Expenses request – Mr Murfitt (Hon. Treasurer) requested £1100 towards the end of year strimming, mowing and petrol expenses.  The Clerk reported that only £600 was left in the budget of £2000 for 2006/07.  Proposed Cllr Mrs CM Frankland, seconded Cllr Mrs ML MacCaulliffe.

It was resolved to approve payment of £600 to Lawn Lane Cemetery Committee for strimming, mowing and petrol expenses and inform of the proposed increase for 2007/08.
[4]

6. To approve bills and other items for payment

6.1 It was resolved to minute the following items that required paying prior to this meeting (in accordance with the Council’s Finance Regulations clause 6.4):

	146
	1 & 1 Internet (cc)
	Website package 09/10/06 – 09/04/07
	£ 42.23
	[5]

	146
	Argos (cc)
	CCTV tapes (annual replacements)
	 £ 31.45
	[3]

	147
	Anglian Water 
	Lt Downham Recreation Area
	£ 43.25
	[3]

	148
	Anglian Water
	Local Nature Reserve
	£ 47.38
	[6]


6.2 It was resolved that the following items be paid:

	149
	Truelink Ltd 
	Grass cutting
	£ 80.17
	[3 & 6]

	150
	K Norton reimbursement
	Petrol for mowers (LNR)
	 £ 4.20
	[6]

	151
	Downham Print Room 
	Photocopying (19/06/06 – 18/11/06)
	£ 68.60
	[1]

	152
	NALC
	Quality Council application fee
	£ 58.75
	[1]

	153
	SLCC
	Annual subscription 2007
	£ 120.00
	[7]

	154
	T Chambers
	Book Café Manager’s honorarium
	£ 150.00
	[3]

	155
	P Joyce
	Pavilion Attendant’s honorarium (7wks)
	£ 70.00
	[3]

	156
	Branching Out
	Repairs to Pymoor seat & PA gate 
	£ 70.00
	[3]

	157
	J Wardle reimbursement
	D Stow – bus shelter cleaning
	£ 25.00
	[8]

	158
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s expenses
	£ 131.35
	[9]

	159
	JM Wardle


	Clerk’s salary 


	£ 937.98


	[10 & 11]

	160
	Post Office Ltd
	Inland Revenue Tax & NI
	 £ 1142.66
	[10]

	161
	Cambs County Council
	Local Government Pension Scheme 
	£ 250.39
	[12]

	162
	Lt Downham Cemetery Com
	Expenses – mowing & strimming
	£ 600.00
	[4]

	163
	Information Commissioner
	Data Protection Registration renewal
	£ 35.00
	[13]

	164
	Little Downham Village Hall
	Book Café – meetings & sessions
	£ 112.00
	[3]

	165
	Lt Downham Cricket Club
	Payment re damaged crockery 05/08/06
	£ 5.35
	[3]

	D/D
	Powergen
	Pavilion & AWSS energy
	£ 25.00
	[3]


6.2 Bank Balances as at 30/11/06 Reconciliation (Balances do not include unreconciled entries)

	LLTSB Current Account
	3819.50
	– General Fund

	Deposit Account
	56688.33
	– General Fund

	Countryside Account
	2353.72
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Preservation Area

	LD Rec Fund
	 3185.61
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Recreation Area

	Pymoor 106 Account
	 1131.15
	– Earmarked for Pymoor Recreation Area

	Parish Plan Account
	Closed
	– Earmarked for production of Parish Plan

	LNR Account
	Closed
	– Earmarked for Local Nature Reserve


148/06
PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES
1. To consider Councillors Surgeries – It was agreed public forums are not long enough for general discussion with parishioners and suggested setting up surgeries in Lt Downham and Pymoor prior to next year’s elections.  Public notices will also invite potential candidates to be present, as well as District and County Councillors who will be welcome to attend.  The Clerk reminded councillors that they are not authorised to agree or confirm anything on behalf of the Council.  Any matter for consideration will have to be an agenda item at a duly convened meeting.

It was resolved that the Clerk will arrange dates in Little Downham and Pymoor around February and April.

149/06
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

1. Youth Action Group Report – PCSO Collins is taking an active roll as associated member of the committee by attending when on duty. A food hygiene certificate is on display in the pavilion kitchen. The Council approved the provision of Broadband in the pavilion if the Youth Group is to cover all costs; the Clerk will discuss the order with the YAG Chairman, Carol Hebbard.  Break dancing classes are still proving difficult to set up, but Xmas parties are to be arranged in the Methodist Chapel.  Six volunteers are training at level 1 to take over from the Youth workers after Christmas.

It was resolved that the Council approved the provision of Broadband in the pavilion if the Youth Group are able to cover all costs. 

150/06
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

1. Street Furniture 

1.1 Trees (Min.136/06) – The tree work will take place on 08/12/06.  

1.2 Dog Bin near 94 Main Street, Lt Downham (Min.117/06.2) – CCC will not give permission for the bin to be attached to the Interactive Speed Sign.  The Council suggested alternative locations in Tower Road or Park Lane.  But if not acceptable, agreed to position on Townsend Green near Main Street although a bin is currently positioned approx. 100 yards away.

151/06
 POLICIES 
1. To consider approval of amended draft Policy for Pavilion Use (Min.118/06) – The Council approved the amended policy.  The Clerk will issue all users with a copy in due course.

It was resolved to adopt the amended draft Policy for Pavilion Use and issue copies to all users for future reference.
152/06
PRESERVATION AREA 

1. Community Orchard Trees (Min.120/06.1) – The trees have been ordered and will be collected by Cllr Norton in December for planting.  

153/06
HIGHWAYS


1. Reply from CCC re matters reported from previous meetings: 

1.1 Near No. 71 Main Street, Lt Downham – A nearby gully is to be cleaned out and jetted through.

1.2 Potholes/resurfacing – An order has been raised for potholes and edge damage to be carried out on Hurst Lane and West Fen Drove.  The stretch along Short Drove (Dexter’s Bridge to A Furlong) will require more than a patch up, uneven road signs are to be put out for the time being.  The groove in the road on Straight Furlong cannot be seen unless it is the depression on the stretch towards 100ft bank which has recently been patched. 
1.3 Flooding on Tower Road, Lt Downham – The drainage outfall of the ditch has been cleaned out by CCC but the farmer refuses to clean out the rest before next harvest.  The matter has been referred to the legal section for advice on what CCC can do further.

1.4 Bus Shelter Markings – The markings would require a Traffic Regulation Order, which is an expensive process and Traffic Section is not in a position to take this on in this financial year.  A suggestion is that it may be a possible for this sort of work to be considered as part of a Jointly Funded Minor Highway Improvement scheme.

 

2. To report current matters of concern to CCC Highways:

2.1 Cannon Street, Lt Downham – Three cars are frequently parked near the corner of junction to West Fen Drove and Townsend.  SLOW markings on the road are requested either side of the corner to avoid an accident through vehicles overtaking the cars.

2.2 White line adjacent to footpath on B1411 from A10 to Little Downham – Although refused by CCC Highways on previous occasions, a white line is requested as referred to in Mr Kidd’s letter printed in the Ely Standard, a copy of which will be sent to Mr Groom attached to the Council’s letter.

2.3 Pothole - At the top of North Fen approximately 10-20 yards down needs filling.

8.50pm
Dist. Cllr Mrs Daters left the meeting.

3. Proposal re speed restriction on Main St between Church Way and junction of Pond Lane – The Clerk reported receiving two petitions, totalling 52 signatures, from St Leonard's Church and Busy Fingers Pre School, as well as around 15 letters/emails of support from parishioners and Downham Feoffees School.  The Council agreed to pursue the proposal request by writing to CCC Highways for consideration by the East Cambs Area joint Committee on 22 January 2007.  County Cllr Bailey is on the Committee and asked to be copied in.
It was resolved that the Council will write on behalf of the parish to request that the speed restriction on Main Street, between Church Way and junction of Pond Lane, be reduced from 30 mph to 20 mph. 
 

154/06
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. CCC – Street Lighting – Maintenance & Energy 2007/08 - CCC maintenance charges for 2007/08 will be £17.50 per lamp.  The cost of energy for 2006/07 is £107.45.  Scottish & Southern Electric ‘Green Energy’ 2 year contract (2005/07) with CCC ends July 2007.  Actual energy prices cannot be confirmed yet but CCC will endeavour to tender for the cheapest price at that time.  

It was resolved to continue with Cambridgeshire County Council Street Light Maintenance and Energy agreement for 2007/08.







[1]

2. Pymoor Cricket & Social Club – Marquee Request – A member of the club wishes to hold a private party on 10/02/07 but the clubhouse is not big enough.  The Council approved the request subject to large vehicles being kept off the grass to avoid damage, the marquee will have adequate flooring, the Club will make good any damage done to the ground following the removal of the marquee and that local resident who are not invited are made aware of potential excess noise.

3. Countryside Alliance – Request to support Local Post Offices – The Council agreed to write on behalf of its parishioners in support of local post offices, referring to extracts of the Parish Plan. 

4. Wildlife Trust – Great Fen land purchase appeal – The request was considered outside the Council’s remit. 

5. CCC Highways Services – Questionnaire – The Clerk and Chairman will complete.
9.05pm
Four parishioners and County Cllr Bailey left the meeting.

For information only:

6. CALC – East of England and Parish and Town Councils News – 1st issue

7. East Cambs Community Safety Partnership – Mid-term Review

8. Cambs Association for Local History website address & newsletter

9. Cambs & Peterborough Minerals and Waste Plan documents: Consultation on Preferred 

Publications

10. Leader+ in Cambs & West Norfolk Fenlands

9.10pm
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

It is hereby resolved in accordance with Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted at Agenda Item 155/06, it is advisable in the public interest that the Public and Press be temporarily excluded from this meeting and they are herewith instructed to withdraw.  
Notes of the closed session were taken by the Clerk and will be kept on file as a record.  The decisions made by the Council are recorded as follows:

155/06
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION – TENDERS 

1. Pavilion Electrics (Min.115/06 & 93/06.2)) – Three contractors were invited to tender.  Two quotations were received and discussed.  It was agreed the work needs doing as soon as possible.

It was resolved to accept the quotation from Holgate & French (Shelford) Ltd for work specified under Observations and Recommendations of the Periodic Inspection Report carried out on 18 July 2006.

2. All Weather Court Drainage (Min. 93/06/.1) - Three contractors were invited to tender.  One quotation was received and discussed.  It was agreed not to delay the work any longer.

It was resolved to accept the quotation from Alan Freeman for the work as detailed on the All Weather Court Drainage Specifications 2006.
9.30pm
The Council meeting was reconvened.  

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.30pm.

*Powers
[1]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 111

[2]
Local Government Finance Act 1992 s. 50

[3]
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19 

[4]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 214 (6)

[5]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 142

[6]
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss. 9 & 10

[7]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 143

[8]
Parish Councils Act 1957 s. 1

[9]
Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s. 5

[10]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 112 

[11]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 151

[12]
Local Government Pension Scheme Regs 1997 4 (5) Statutory Instrument 1997/1612 (as amended)

[13]
Data Protection Act 1998

[14]
Parish Councils Act 1957 s. 3
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