LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Main Street,
Little Downham, on Thursday, 26 July 2007 commencing at 7.00pm.

Present: Cllrs R Pearl, in the chair, and DA Adams-Payne, CM Frankland, EW Hall, RS Martin, RC Stacey, BL Taylor, AJ White and KO Winters.
In attendance:  Dist. Cllr A Bailey, PC K Humble and 3 members of the public 
These minutes should be read in conjunction with the agenda.
69/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
1. Apologies were received from Cllrs H Atwal and CE Hall, Dist. Cllr A Goodge, County Cllr P Read and PCSO J Collins. 
70/07
TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM
7.01pm
Meeting adjourned – There were no public comments.  

7.02pm
Meeting reconvened.  
71/07
PARISH CRIME MATTERS 

1. Police Crime Reports – Five crimes were reported between 21/06/07 to 25/07/07 and 20 calls for services.  

2. To report recent events – An incident involving alcohol and a youth on to the Pavilion roof.  The police and parent were called.  A status report was given on general matters.
7.12pm
PC Humble was thanked for attending as he left the meeting.

72/07
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
1. Dist Cllr Bailey and Goodge gave a report on the following subjects, drainage in Park Lane, ECDC Off-Street Parking consultation and Mereham Enquiry.  The Council instructed the Clerk to request a three-minutes speaking slot at the Mereham Enquiry and to invite Dist Cllr Bill Hunt (Stretham Ward) to the Council meeting on 06/09/07.

73/07
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

1. Nothing to report on this occasion.

74/07
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
1. Cllr RC Stacey declared a personal interest in item 77/07.1.9 because he lives next door.

2. Cllr RS Martin declared a personal interest in item 77/07.1.6 because he farms adjoining land and in item 78/07.2 because he is a Superintendent on the Cemetery Committee.

7.23pm
Two parishioners arrived.
75/07
TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

1. A recorded vote was requested on the approval of the minutes of the meeting held 21 June 2007 (Full Council), the result was as follows: Cllrs in favour: DA Adams-Payne, CM Frankland, EW Hall, RS Martin, R Pearl, RC Stacey, AJ White.  Cllrs against: BL Taylor, KO Winters.

RESOLVED: that the chairman should sign the minutes as they stand.

The minutes of the meeting held 12 July 2007 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
76/07
MATTERS TO REPORT  

1. (Mins.53/07.4) New Parish Council notice board for Pymoor – The notice board has been installed in Pymoor bus shelter.  Cllrs Stacey and Taylor and the Clerk each have a key. 

2. (Min.53/07.5) Local Nature Reserve – Suggested Byelaws – Defra requires minor amendments and clarification of clauses.  The Clerk will liaise with the Chairman to answer the request.
3. (Min.55/07.2) Internal Auditor – Mrs Wallace has accepted the Council’s invitation to continue her duties for 2007/08 by returning a signed Letter of Engagement.

4. (Min.60/07.2) Pavilion Water Heater – Installed 05/07/07.
5. (Min.60/07.4) Little Downham Cricket Screen – The Cricket Club will look to purchase a new screen.  Thanks were expressed to Cllrs Pearl and E Hall for disposal of the base.  
6. (Min.60/07.3) Pavilion Cooker – Installed 20/07/07.  Thanks expressed to Cllr Taylor.
77/07
PLANNING MATTERS 

1. To consider planning applications received:
1.1 07/00770/FUL Mr & Mrs C Pearson, 17 Bishops Close, Lt Downham – The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.2 07/00772/VAR Alan Cockerton & Yvonne Martin, Casa Nostra Guest House, 6 Black Bank Road, Lt Downham – The Parish Council had no concerns and highly recommends support of this business.
1.3 07/00773/FUL Mrs J Munt, 35A Main Street, Pymoor – The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.4 07/00782/FUL Mr & Mrs David Scott, Isle Veterinary Surgery, West Fen Road, Ely – The Parish Council had no concerns about the application and supports this application to bring employment and business to the area.
1.5 07/00794/FUL Mr B Lely & Miss N Collins, 80 Cannon Street, Lt Downham – The Parish Council had no concerns about the application and supports this application to keep an essential worker in the village.
Cllr Martin refrained from taking part in the discussion and decision of the following item.

1.6 07/00807/FUL Mr & Mrs R Pearson, 85 Ely Road, Lt Downham – The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.7 07/00759/FUL Mr L Dawkins, 6 Crown Gardens, Lt Downham – The Parish Council had no concerns about the application and recommended that this application is referred to the Conservation Officer.
8.30pm
Three parishioners left.

1.8 07/00760/FUL Mr L Dawkins, 6 Crown Gardens, Lt Downham – The Parish Council had no concerns.
Cllr Stacey answered queries relating to his property and refrained from taking part in the discussion and decision of the following item.

1.9 07/00810/FUL Mr S Audus & Miss L Flude, 31 Main Street, Pymoor – The Parish Council has concerns and made comments regarding drainage.
2. For information only:

ECDC - Applications refused: 07/00484/FUL, 07/00554/FUL 
78/07
FINANCE 

1. Monthly Internal Audit – The audit was carried out Cllrs CM Frankland and RC Stacey.
Cllr Martin refrained from taking part in the discussion and decision of the following item.

2. Little Downham Cemetery – to approve funding request from budget allocation for expenses.
RESOLVED: to approve payment of £1250 to Lawn Lane Cemetery Committee for strimming, mowing and petrol expenses.








[1]
3. Bank Accounts – Signatory updates – 

Lloyds TSB Bank PLC – Bank mandate completed 22/06/07.  Ten councillors are eligible to sign and carry out monthly internal audits.  Cllr Winters opted not to be a signatory and is therefore not included in the roster of internal audits.
Standard Life Bank – Cllr Pearl has replaced KI Norton.  The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk are signatories on the accounts.
4. BT Billing charges – to consider reduction of charges by using direct debit payments – 

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk is authorised to set up direct debit billing for the Parish Council phone line.










[2]
5. To minute and approve bills and other items for payment

5.1 RESOLVED:  to reimburse £19.84 to KI Norton for chicken wire to surface two footbridges and posts to cordon off the farm machinery in Pingle Wood for public health and safety.
[3
5.2 RESOLVED:  that the following items be paid:

	260
	Tesco Store Ltd (cc)
	Cleaning materials & beverages
	£ 6.40
	[3&4]

	261
	Lt Downham Village Hall
	Room hire 
	£ 192.00
	[2,3&5]

	262
	Truelink Ltd 
	Grass cutting
	£ 637.20
	[3&5]

	263
	Branching Out
	New notice board
	£ 512.00
	[2]

	264
	T Chambers
	Book Café Manager’s honorarium
	£ 165.00
	[5]

	265
	G Barber ES Ltd
	Pavilion water heater
	£ 232.30
	[5]

	266
	BHMA Ltd
	Recreation Ground notices
	£ 45.83
	[5]

	267
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s expenses
	£ 121.29
	[6]

	268
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s salary
	£ 1066.53
	[7&8]

	269
	Cambs County Council
	Local Government Pension Scheme 
	£ 307.89
	[9]

	270
	F Fernandes 
	Handyman salary
	£ 185.97
	[7]

	271
	Lt Downham Cemetery Ctte
	Expenses
	£ 1250.00
	[1]

	272
	CALC
	Code of Conduct advertisement
	£ 24.00
	[2]

	273
	KI Norton
	Cons. area maintenance materials
	£ 19.84
	[3]

	D/D
	Powergen
	Pavilion energy
	£ 25.00
	[5]


5.3 Bank Balances as at 26/07/07 Reconciliation (Balances do not include unreconciled entries)

	Current Account
	4914.71
	– General Fund

	Deposit Account
	60505.93
	– General Fund

	Countryside Account
	3373.64
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Preservation Area

	LD Rec Fund
	 3185.61
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Recreation Area

	Pymoor 106 Account
	 1131.15
	– Earmarked for Pymoor Recreation Area


79/07
COUNCILLORS & STAFF

1. To adopt Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 including paragraph 12(2) – Following discussion of the new code, a vote was taken in which the result was: Cllrs in Favour: 8, Cllrs Against: 0, Abstentions: 1.
RESOLVED: to adopt the Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 for Parish and Town Councils including Paragraph 12(2) and to take effect from 1st September 2007.

RESOLVED: to accept CALC’s offer @ £24.00 to be included in the block advertisement and notifications to the Standards Board for England and Monitoring Officer regarding the adoption of the new code. 








[2]
RESOLVED: to amend the Council’s Standing Orders to take into account the new code as recommended by CALC relating to councillors and public representations.
2. Staff holidays - Annual leave dates were reported.
RESOLVED: to review Mr Fernandes holiday pay entitlement in January after his probation period. 










[7]
3. Chairman’s Report from Chairmen’s Workshop

3.1 Public Forum – RESOLVED: to widen Public Forum and allow comment on any item.
3.2 Format of agenda and minutes – Future agendas will have more information in order for the Minutes to be reduced and record mainly the decisions made.
80/07
COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Admin & Finance Meeting 12/07/07 – A recorded vote was requested on the approval of the Committee’s action and recommendation, the result was as follows: Cllrs in favour: DA Adams-Payne, CM Frankland, EW Hall, RS Martin, R Pearl, RC Stacey, BL Taylor, AJ White.  Cllrs against: KO Winters.

RESOLVED:  to approve the stationery order and credit card payment of £368.71 (including discount & VAT) to Viking Direct and to review the Clerk’s hours following her Appraisal.
[2]
2. Play Area & Recreation Meeting 12/07/07 – The Committee’s recommendations were approved.  
RESOLVED:  unanimously for the Clerk to purchase items as required for the play areas and to write to Stadia Sports for sponsorship of goals and nets in the All Weather Court.
[5]
81/07
PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES

1. Date of next surgery – Wednesday, 03/10/07 at Pymoor Social Club from 7pm to 9pm.  
82/07
PRESERVATION AREA
1. Community Orchard – To purchase a replacement tree – RESOLVED: to purchase one Jolly Miller tree from EEAOP @ £12.00. 







[2]
83/07
PUBLIC MATTERS
1. Sewage Pump at Cowbridge Hall Road and conditions at California (Cllr R Martin) – RESOLVED: that the Parish Council should write to Anglian Water in support of the residents regarding the Sewage Pump at Cowbridge Hall Road, Lt Downham.
84/07
HIGHWAYS

1. Reply re matters reported from previous meetings (Min.62/07):
1.1 FP54 Encroachment – CCC P3 officer, Karen Whymark, informed that she will visit the footpath in due course.  It was requested that she visits now to consider position of fence on the footpath.
1.2 Cophall Drove – CCC inform that the Environment Agency was taking lead on this issue.  The Clerk has emailed the Environment Agency and is currently waiting for a reply.
1.3 Cats Eyes not replaced on Black Bank Road, Lt Downham – CCC policy is not to provide road studs on straight ‘C’ class roads. The Clerk was requested to contact CCC to pursue this further.
1.4 White Lines on B1411 from A10 roundabout to Church Way, Lt Downham – CCC policy is to follow the national trend in minimising the necessity of white lines.  CCC will edge both sides of the carriageway only to cover the two hazard bends at Seven Sisters.
2. To report current matters of concern:  
2.1 Main Street, Pymoor – A parishioner complained of an overgrown hedge obstructing visibility at the junction of Pymoor Lane.

2.2 Straight Furlong, Pymoor – Deep ruts along the verge from Poplar Tree Farm to end buildings.

2.3 Straight Furlong and Dexters Bridge, Pymoor – When is patching work to be done? 
2.4 Byall Fen – Request to ECDC for street nameplate.

10.00pm Cllr EW Hall left.

2.5 Black Bank Road, Lt Downham (Min.62/07.4) – Mr Groom said he will contact Cllrs Taylor and Winters to arrange a meeting in early September.  The Clerk was asked to request that the meeting is arranged in August.
3. Speed Reductions in the Parish – to arrange a meeting with Cambridgeshire County Council to discuss traffic issues in the parish - It was agreed to hold a public meeting and invite representatives from CCC Highways, Cambs Police, County and District Councillors.  
4. Jointly Funded Minor Highways Improvement Scheme – Proposed bids 2008/09 for submission to Cambridgeshire County Council (Min.62/07.5) – RESOLVED: to approve the draft bids and submit to CCC Highways by 30/07/07.

85/07
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Enquiry – Mrs Evans – Concern regarding overgrown Willow tree at Townsend damaging overhead cables – The Clerk was instructed to inform BT of Mrs Evans’ concerns.
2. CCC – Changes to Mobile Library routes – to amalgamate parishioners’ comments – no comments have been received.
For information only: 
3. ECDC Street Name & Numbering – Straight Furlong, Pymoor & Oak Farm Drive, Lt Downham 

4. ECDC Tree Works – The Rectory, Main Street, Lt Downham

86/07
REQUEST FOR ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING - none
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

87/07 
PRESERVATION AREA 

1. Community Orchard – To set new hedge on Hurst Lane – to consider quotes –No quotes were received.  The matter was deferred to the next meeting.
2. To consider remedial work at Barker’s Bridge – to consider quotes – Two were received. 
RESOLVED: to accept a quotation from Mr Voutt @ no charge for stone and woodchips.
[3]
88/07 
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

1. To consider quotes for a Cherry tree on Ely Road and two Ash trees on Straight Furlong – Three quotations were received and discussed.- RESOLVED: to accept the quotation of £164 from Acacia Tree Surgery. 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 10.35pm.

*Powers
[1]
Local Government Act 1972 s 214 

[2]
Local Government Act 1972 s 111

[3] 
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss. 9 & 10

[4]
Local Government Act 1972 s 142
[5]
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19
[6]
Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s. 5

[7]
Local Government Act 1972 s 112 

[8]
Local Government Act 1972 s 151

[9]
Local Government Pension Scheme Regs 1997 4 (5) Statutory Instrument 1997/1612 (as amended)
LD.mins
Page 1 of 4
26/07/07

Little Downham Parish Council
LD.mins
Page 4 of 4
26/07/07

Little Downham Parish Council

