LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Main Street,
Little Downham, on Thursday, 20 March 2008 commencing at 7.00pm.

Councillors present: CM Frankland, in the chair, DA Adams-Payne, CE Hall, EW Hall, M Oldfield, RS Martin, BL Taylor, AJ White and KO Winters.
In attendance: Dist. Cllrs A Bailey and T Goodge, County Cllr P Read, PC K Humble and 1 parishioner.

Chairman’s Opening Remarks – The Chairman welcomed newly elected Councillor, Mrs Marilyn Oldfield, and everyone to the meeting.

235/07
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs H Atwal and RC Stacey and PCSO Collins.  
236/07
TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
1. Cllr RS Martin declared a prejudicial interest in item 252/07.1 because his brother had submitted a tender.
237/07
TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM
7.02pm
Meeting adjourned – No comments
7.03pm
Meeting reconvened.  

238/07
PARISH CRIME MATTERS 

1. Police Crime Reports – Between 07/02/08 and 19/03/08, 6 crimes were reported and 34 calls for services to the parish were made.  PC Humble warns that shed burglaries and garden thefts are on the increase.
7.10pm
County Cllr Read arrived

7.12pm
PC Humble was thanked for his report and left.
239/07
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS (Dist. Cllrs A Bailey & A Goodge)  
1. Cllr Bailey – The outcome of the Murfitt Industries planning application was a good result for parishioners and CCC is enforcing conditions and working hours. The Maltings Cinema has been retained. She recommends a Council representative attends the Neighbourhood Panel meetings.
2. Cllr Goodge – As well as the Neighbourhood Panel Meetings, information will be forthcoming about the Local Area Agreement, which is an agreement between central Government, the Local Authority and the Local Strategic Partnership and sets out what outcomes and targets will be achieved through partnership working.
240/07
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (County Cllr P Read) 
1. Cllr Read – He feels it is important for the Council’s Neighbourhood Panel Representative to attend the Panel meetings and put forward the Council’s concerns on any matter. Murfitt Industries is the County Enforcement’s No. 1 priority and more officers are pursuing matters on this.
7.28pm
Dist and County Cllrs were thanked for their reports and left.

241/07
TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

1. RESOLVED: The minutes of 21 February 2008 and 6 March 2008 were approved and signed as true records.
242/07
MATTERS TO REPORT 
1. (Min.219/07.4) Downham Feoffees School – Travel Plan – Cllr Atwal and the Clerk met with Mrs Burry (Headteacher) and Mrs Hodges (Chair of Governors) on 18/03/08.  In conclusion:

· The Clerk will email an electronic version of the JFMHI Scheme scoring system to Mrs Burry and Mrs Hodges for reference.  

· The School will write to the Parish Council by early May when the Council is expected to receive the invite from CCC Highways for bids in the 2009/10 Scheme.

· The Clerk will liaise with the school regarding its concerns before the bid is submitted at the end of July 2008.

2. (Min.232/07.2.2) Murfitt Industries, Littleport, application E/03012/07/CW – CCC Development Control Committee refused the application and authorised enforcements to be imposed on working conditions and hours of work.  The company can appeal against the decision.
243/07
PLANNING MATTERS 

1. To consider planning applications received 

1.1  08/00096/FUL Mr P Jackson, 9 Little Street, Lt Downham – New garage with roof link to bungalow – Amendment – The removal of the link to the bungalow and the reduction from three bay to two bay garage - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.2 08/00186/FUL Mr & Mrs M Parris, 8 Black Bank Road, Lt Downham – Modifications to approval 07/01117/FUL (first floor extension to improve elevations) - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.3 08/00192/FUL Mr & Mrs Harrington, Beech House, Adventurers Drove, Pymoor – Single storey garage front of existing property - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
1.4 08/00258/FUL Mr & Mrs R Broker, Site to East of Woodlands, Downham Common, Lt Downham – Construction of bungalow and garage, demolition of existing - RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns.
2. Planning correspondence:

For information only:

2.1 ECDC - Applications approved: 08/00074/FUL, 

2.2 Planning Inspectorate Appeals Decision: Site at Mount Pleasant Farm, 66-68 Main Street, Pymoor (ECDC application 06/01121/CLE) – Appeal is dismissed.

244/07
FINANCE 
1. Monthly Internal Audit - The Audit was carried out by Cllrs DA Adams-Payne and EW Hall.
2. Chairman’s Allowance – To consider payment for 2007/08 – It was unanimously agreed that ex-Cllr Pearl should be paid an allowance pro rata for the seven months he was Chairman for out-of-pocket expenses incurred during his term.  Cllr Frankland declined a payment because she had not incurred any expenses.
RESOLVED: To award Mr R Pearl a payment of £60 from Chairman’s Allowance towards out-of pocket expenses incurred during his term of office May to November 2007.


[1]
3. RPA Single Payment Scheme (SPS)– Application 2008 – Form to be completed by 15/05/08.
4. Insurance policies for Cartshed and Pavilion – The policy schedules were approved.
RESOLVED: To renew the Cartshed and Pavilion policies due 01/04/08 through Suffolk Acre Insurance Services at a premium of £137.26 and £385.93 respectively.


[2]
5. To approve bills and other items for payment – Following interim notifications in July and November 2007, the Council considered the extra hours the Clerk had worked during 2007/08 and that she should be paid for those hours. Cllr Winters expressed concern that this was the third year the Clerk had been paid for extra hours and that the matter should be looked at.  To avoid this situation it was suggested she claim extra hours on a monthly basis.
A recorded vote result was as follows: In favour – Cllrs DA Adams-Payne, CM Frankland, CE Hall, EW Hall, RS Martin, M Oldfield, B Taylor and A White.  Against – Cllr KO Winters.
RESOLVED: To authorise a payment to the Clerk for 165 additional hours worked in 2007/08, a payment to HMRC of subsequent Tax & NI contributions and to review the Clerk’s hours at the next meeting.
 









[3]
8.25pm
Parishioner left.

5.1 RESOLVED that the following items be paid:
	352
	Lt Downham Village Hall
	Room hire 
	£ 104.00
	[4]

	353
	Truelink Ltd 
	Grass cutting
	£ 32.09
	[4]

	354
	St Leonard's Church
	Print Room photocopying
	£ 3.87
	[5]

	355
	JM Wardle
	Clerk expenses
	£ 60.50
	[6]

	357
	JM Wardle 
	Clerk’s salary 
	£ 1088.90
	[3]

	358
	Cambs County Council
	Local Government Pension Scheme 
	£ 315.51
	[7]

	359
	Post Office Ltd
	HMRC Tax & NI
	£ 940.36
	[3]

	360
	R Wilson
	Travelling expenses
	£ 11.70
	[8]

	361
	R Pearl
	Chairman’s Allowance
	£ 60.00
	[1]

	362
	J Wardle
	Payment in lieu of extra hours 2007/08
	£ 1378.46
	[3]

	363
	Post Office Ltd
	HMRC Tax & NI (payment in lieu)
	£ 774.19
	[3]


5.2 Bank Balances as at 20/03/08 Reconciliation (Balances do not include unreconciled entries)

	Current Account
	5411.75
	– General Fund

	Deposit Account
	64048.30
	– General Fund

	Countryside Account
	3552.77
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Preservation Area

	LD Rec Fund
	 3185.61
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Recreation Area

	Pymoor 106 Account
	 1131.15
	– Earmarked for Pymoor Recreation Area


245/07
TRAINING 

1. Councillors Professional Development Stages l, ll, lll - Councillors will inform the Clerk if they wish to attend.
246/07
POLICIES

1. To approve draft Pension Policy for Local Government Pension Scheme and inform of new rates – The Employees Contribution Policy covers the Pension Scheme’s new rates tier system as informed by Cambridgeshire County Council.  The new rates will take effect 01/04/08.  Proposed Cllr EW Hall, seconded Cllr M Oldfield, and unanimously agreed.
RESOLVED: To approve the draft Local Government Pension Scheme Employee Contribution Policy and the new rates that take affect 01/04/08.





[7]
247/07
PUBLIC MATTERS 

1. Neighbourhood Panel Meeting (28 April) - Issues to Report – A request for reduction of Ely Road from 40 mph to 30 mph.  The Clerk will provide the statistics that were taken on Ely Road during the Speed Watch Campaign 2004 for Cllr Winters (Council’s Panel Representative).

2. Downham Feoffees School –Travel Plan Information – The School plans to set up a ‘walking bus’ in October for collection of children en-route to school.  To avoid on street parking, parents will be informed that they may use the recreation area car park.
3. To agree main topic of discussion at Annual Parish Meeting on 25 April – Highways, Cycles Routes and Speed Issues were agreed.  The Clerk will invite John Richards (CCC East Highways Division Area Manager (Traffic)).  

4. Additional Burial Land – Enquiry reply from CPALC (Min.171/07.1) – CPALC does not know of any grant funding for burial land. The Council will suggest to the Church to consider re-burials.  It was noted that if the Council considered purchasing land, the Parish Precept will have to be increased considerably.
248/07
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

1. Youth Action Group Report (Min.224/07) – Mrs Hebbard (Youth Group Chairman) reported the extensive list of activities the children have done and will be doing.  A key was requested for a new volunteer.  The Council was pleased with the Group progress and the Clerk was asked to reply.
RESOLVED: To approve the purchase of two new keys for the pavilion. 


[4]
249/07
HIGHWAYS 

1. Reply re matters reported from previous meetings (Min.225/07.2)
1.1 Muddy Footway near Women’s Institute Hall, Main Street, Pymoor – The builder has been in touch with CCC who has sent documentation for constructing an access.
1.2 Uneven Footways – One or two small patches on Ely Road footway will soon require attention.  Lawn Lane is a rougher surface, although not necessarily uneven, this will be looked at in the near future with a view to carrying out some maintenance work.
1.3 Street lights – Reported to CCC.  

1.4 Cemetery Lay-by, Lawn Lane, Lt Downham – The police are aware and thank the Council for the information.
2. To report current matters of concern

2.1 Horse Manure on Byway 33 – The Clerk had spoken to a local parishioner about the complaint.  The Council requested that he refrain from putting down anymore.  The Clerk will pass on the Council’s request.

2.2 Direction sign at Junction of Lawn Lane/Church Way/Main Street - Complaint of obstruction when viewing traffic from Ely Road.  Can the sign be moved.
3. Parish Cycle Routes – Options for consideration by Rohan Wilson (Sustrans) – The Council considered all options but felt none were favourable for various reasons.  It was suggested there should be a proper cycle path on the B1411; however, this would cause complications with other matters in the parish.  The Clerk will thank Mr Wilson for his comments and inform that the matter will be open for public comment at the Annual Parish Meeting.
250/07
CORRESPONDENCE 

1. CPALC – Affiliation fees and organisation updates – The Council accepted the Association fee increase and qualifies for the 8% discount.  
2. ECDC – Public Consultation on new Improvement Plan – The Council felt the Improvement Plan was very bland and too generalized and not of benefit to the public.  
For information:

3. CCC – Cambridgeshire Highways – Frequently Asked Questions

4. ECDC – Street name & numbering – 4 Holme Lane, Lt Downham 

5. ECDC – Special meeting of the Strategic Development Committee – Council Chambers, 26 March 2008 at 2.30pm – Item for decision: Ely Masterplan

251/07
REQUEST OF ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING 
1. Little Downham Development Envelope - The Clerk was instructed to ask Katie Child what the situation is regarding its request to extend the development boundary in the new Local Development Framework. 

2. Sanctuary Hereward Walkabout – Cllrs Adams-Payne, Frankland and Hall will join Lorna Philcox and tenants for a walkabout of Sanctuary Hereward property in Little Downham on 01/04/08.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS - no public present
10.05pm Cllr RS Martin left the meeting

252/07
TENDERS 


1. 2008 Grazing
1.1 Myles Meadows – One tender was received.  Proposed Cllr KO Winters, seconded Cllr BL Taylor. 
RESOLVED: To accept the tender of £410 from AW Martin for grazing of Myles Meadow during 2008 season. 
10.07pm Cllr RS Martin was invited back and Cllr EW Hall left the meeting.

1.2 The Holts – No tenders were received.
2. Pavilion Guttering & Downpipes – Two tenders were received: TG Newman and Wright & Butcher.  Proposed Cllr DA Adams-Payne, seconded Cllr KO Winters and agreed unanimously.
RESOLVED: To accept Quote no. 2 of the tender from Wright & Butcher to replace all plastic guttering and downpipe on the Pavilion and brick shed @ £364.00 + VAT.


[4]
3. Ash tree in Lt Downham Play Area – Three tenders received: Acacia Trees Surgery, Eastern Landscape and Truelink Ltd.  Proposed Cllr DA Adams-Payne, seconded Cllr RS Martin.
RESOLVED: To accept tender from Truelink Ltd to raise the crown of the Ash tree and remove all debris from the site @ £90.00 + VAT.






[4]
253/07
HUMAN RESOURCES 

1. Appointment of new Handyman – To consider job description, hourly rate and interview panel members – The Clerk will advertise the position with a closing date of 15 April.  Admin & finance Committee recommended hourly rate be increased.  Cllrs Adams-Payne, Frankland, Taylor and Winters will carry out the interviews if required.  Dates will be arranged after the closing date.
RESOLVED: To approve Handyperson’s hourly rate at £6.00 per hour.


[3]
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 10.15pm.

*Powers
[1]
Local Government Act 1972 ss. 15(5) & 34 (5)
[2]
Local Government Act 1972 ss. 114 & 140 (1) as amended
[3]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 112 & s. 151
[4]
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19
[5]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 111

[6]
Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s. 5

[7]
Local Government Pension Scheme Regs 1997 4 (5) Statutory Instrument 1997/1612 (as amended) 
[8]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 137, as amended by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 s. 36
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