LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES of a meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall,

Little Downham, on Thursday, 20 July 2006 commencing at 7.00pm.

Present: Cllrs KI Norton, in the chair, and Mrs P Golding, Mrs CE Hall, EW Hall, CE Heaps, RS Martin, 

R Pearl, and AJ White. 

In attendance:  Dist. Cllrs Mrs B Daters, PC K Humble, seven parishioners and County Cllr Bailey (7.35pm). 

54/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

1. Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs A Bailey, Mrs CM Frankland, Mrs ML MacCaulliffe, and PCSO Julie Collins.

55/06
TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM
7.05pm
Meeting adjourned – five parishioners expressed concern and objections to planning application 
6/00747/FUL at item 59/06.3. One parishioner referred to footpaths in the Droves and papers 
requested under the Freedom of Information Act but not received yet.

7.16pm
Meeting reconvened 
56/06
MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
None

57/06
TO APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

1. The minutes of the meetings held 15 June 2006 (Full Council) and 6 July 2006 (Extraordinary) were approved and signed by the Chairman.
58/06
MATTERS TO REPORT 

1. (Min.49/06.3) CCC - Jointly Funded Minor Highways Improvements - 2007/08 Bidding Round – A site visit was arranged for 24/07/06 for members to meet CCC Highways officer, Andrew Carruana, and discuss the options available for improvement at both ends of Lawn Lane.  The deadline date to submit bids is 04/08/06.  

2. (Min.22/06.6) All Weather Court Resurfacing – The Clerk confirmed that no application had been made to Awards for All due to criteria changes.  ECDC Community Services application for S.106 funding had been approved at the committee meeting on 13/07/06. Additional funds for the project will be withdrawn from earmarked reserves account – LD Rec Fund. 
59/06
TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

Cllr Mrs CE Hall declared a personal interest in the following application because the applicant is her  nephew.  She refrained from taking part in the discussion and decision of the application.

1. 06/00776/FUL Mr C Murfitt, 58 Ely Road, Lt Downham – Construction of two storey side extension - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.

2. 06/00786/FUL Roseanne Smith, Isle Veterinary Group, Isle Veterinary Surgery, West Fen Road, Ely  – Illuminated sign - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.

7.35pm
County Cllr Bailey arrived.

3. 06/00747/FUL Mr J Hoque and Mr R Rahman, 59 Main Street, Lt Downham – Change of use to A5 (Take-away) - The Parish Council had concerns about the application and recommended outright refusal of the application.  The following reasons were given:
· The proposed development, by reason of its siting, is considered inappropriate in this high residential area within a conservation area, especially when other Take-aways are situated just a few miles away in Ely and Littleport; 

· Access to and from the site is restricted due to the property having no back entrance and therefore deliveries and refuse collection would have to take place through the front of the property;

· It is considered a health and safety element whereby there is no proper facilities for the storage of waste; 

· It is considered a health and safety element whereby there is insufficient parking provision on this part of Main Street.  Local residents currently park along both sides of the street every evening; there are fears that consumers will double park; 

· With the area being residentially populated there is bound to be air pollution, which will affect the quality of life for local residents;

The Parish Council has made this comment with reference to the Little Downham Parish Plan Sections on Roads & Transport and Policy 138 of the East Cambridgeshire District Local Plan 2000.
4. 06/00808/FUL M Slezacek, 8 Second Drove, Lt Downham – Extension to form dining room, utility room & W.C - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.

5. 06/00815/RMA Mr R Halls, Plot 2, Land opposite Holme Close, Holme Lane, Lt Downham – Reserved matters for construction of two bedroom detached dwelling and garage - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.

Applications ECDC approved: 06/00284/FUL, 06/00298/FUL, 06/00366/FUL, 06/00519/FUL, 06/00524/FUL, 06/00549/FUL, 06/00551/FUL

Application ECDC approved without consultation to the Council: 06/00543/CLE

60/06
PLANNING MATTERS 

1. ECDC – Notification of appeal to the Secretary of State in respect of the site below following refusal of planning permission by ECDC:


05/01267/OUT Mr HC Ansell, Land east of 8B Pymoor Lane, Pymoor – Construction of 1no. detached dwelling.  Appeal Comment - The Council has suggested that this area be considered for development in its comment regarding the Local Development Framework to tidy up the area.

61/06
PARISH CRIME MATTERS 

1. Crime Report – Eight crimes were reported in June.  

2. To report on recent events – PC Humble apologised for lack of attendance at previous meetings and had attended this meeting while off duty. He reported on matters recorded during May and June.

8.15pm PC Humble was thanked for his report as he left the meeting.  One parishioner also left.

62/06
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
1. County Cllr Bailey reported that he was looking into the possibility of the speed restriction outside the School on Main Street being reduced to 20 mph.  He also informed that the Kidz Den had formed a new committee and registered with the Charity Commission and Ofsted.  The Village Hall Committee had deferred its decision regarding the land rent increase until January 2007.  He thanked the Council its support towards the Kidz Den.

63/06
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

1. Dist Cllr Mrs Daters reported the Community Services Committee’s approval of the AWSS grant.

64/06
FINANCE 

1. Monthly Internal Audit - The monthly audit was carried out by Cllrs CE Heaps and EW Hall.

2. To appoint Internal Auditor for 2006/07 – The Clerk confirmed that Mrs Wallace is willing to continue her role as Internal Auditor if the Council wishes her to do so. Proposed Cllr RS Martin, seconded Cllr EW Hall.

It was resolved to re-appoint Mrs Caroline Wallace as the Internal Auditor to Little Downham Parish Council for financial year 2006/07 with an honorarium of £100.

[1]

3. To minute update on roller shed padlocks (13/06) – The replacement padlocks bought by Mr Cusick and Mr White have been changed because they rusted and could not be opened.  Having returned the items to retailers and received refunds, Mr Cusick reimbursed the Council with £29.49 and Mr White returned cheque no. 44 (£8.00).  New locks and three additional keys are on order through Peter Saberton.

4. To consider approval of ideas for disabled ramp and toilet facilities in pavilion – It was decided to set up a working group to discuss the options in detail and report back to the Council.  Funding may become available through a Section 106 Agreement for Oak Farm development on Cannon Street.  Proposed Cllr EW Hall, seconded Cllr CE Heaps.

It was resolved to set up a working group consisting of Cllrs Mrs CE Hall and Mrs P Golding and the Clerk to look into disabled facilities at the pavilion and report back to Council.
5. To consider training sessions from CALC – Details of various training sessions and workshop were received.  Proposed Cllr EW Hall, seconded Cllr RS Martin

It was resolved to approve Cllr KI Norton and the Clerk to attend the Quality Workshop on 14/09/06, the cost being free of charge, and Cllr R Pearl to attend the Councillor Professional Development – Stage II session on 20/09/06, at a cost of £35.00.



[2]

6. To minute the following payments made prior to this meeting:  Proposed Cllr Mrs CE Hall, seconded Cllr Mrs P Golding.

It was resolved to minute the following payments:

	84
	Post Office Ltd 
	(LDPC Fin. Regs. cl. 6.4)
	- BT telephone charges
	147.48
	[2]

	85
	BTCV 
	(Budget 06/07)
	- Conservation Group ins.
	273.78
	[3]


7.  To approve bills and other items for payment

7.1 It was resolved that the following items be paid:

	D/D
	Wildlife Trust
	Annual subscription
	£ 36.00
	[4]

	86 9
	Little Downham Village Hall
	Book Café meetings & sessions
	  £ 84.00
	[5]

	86 
	Little Downham Village Hall
	Council meetings
	£ 30.00
	[2]

	86 
	Little Downham Village Hall
	Conservation group meetings
	£ 6.00
	[4]

	87 
	Truelink Ltd 
	Grass cutting
	£ 763.14
	[5 & 6]

	88 
	PCC Downham Parish
	Use of Church room 30/05 & 26/06
	£ 12.00
	[2]

	89 
	T Chambers
	Book Café Manager’s honorarium
	£ 150.00
	[5]

	90 
	P Joyce
	Pavilion attendant’s honorarium
	£ 100.00
	[5]

	91 
	Watergull Orchards 
	Assorted Apple Juice 17/06/06
	£ 18.33
	[6]

	92 
	KI Norton reimbursement
	Petrol & oil for mowers
	£ 29.11
	[6]

	93 
	Peter Saberton
	Locks and hardware
	£ 71.68
	[5 & 6]

	94 
	Littleport & Downham IDB
	The Holts drainage rates 2006/07
	£ 44.66
	[6]

	95 
	TG Newman 
	Pavilion window repairs
	 £ 133.95
	[5]

	96 
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s expenses
	£ 90.24
	[7]

	97 
	JM Wardle
	Clerk’s salary 
	£ 938.00
	[8]

	98 
	Cambs County Council
	Local Government Pension Scheme 
	£ 250.39
	[9]

	99 
	JM Wardle *
	Clerk’s salary 
	£ 937.99
	[8]

	100 
	Cambs County Council *
	Local Government Pension Scheme
	 £ 250.39
	[9]

	101 
	C Heaps reimbursement
	Pymoor play area undercoat and stain
	£ 73.44
	[5]

	D/D
	Powergen
	Pavilion & AWSS energy
	£ 25.00
	[5]


* - No meeting arranged for August – payments approved in advance and dated 20/08/06.

7.2 Bank Balances as at 20/07/06 Reconciliation (Balances do not include unreconciled entries)

	LLTSB Current Account
	7537.79
	– General Fund

	Deposit Account
	49243.40
	– General Fund

	Countryside Account
	2270.93
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Preservation Area

	LD Rec Fund
	 11757.00
	– Earmarked for Lt Downham Recreation Area

	Pymoor 106 Account
	 1089.06
	– Earmarked for Pymoor Recreation Area

	Parish Plan Account
	33.06
	– Earmarked for production of Parish Plan

	LNR Account
	0.00
	– Earmarked for Local Nature Reserve


65/06
YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

1. To receive report from Youth Action Group (23/06) – The Centre is up and running but the attendance of children has trailed off.  The youth workers anticipate that this will build up as the Centre becomes more established and word gets round.  The group is lookin

66/06
PARISH MAINTENANCE 

1. Street Furniture – 

1.1 New seats (Min.46/06.1) – The plaques have been given to Branching Out for fixing on the seats when the seat is installed outside the school.  It was reported that Mr Robert Ure has made two seats to donate to the Parish. They will replace the damage seats at Lawn Lane and Townsend. 

1.2 F Lythell (Dempsey) Memorial Seat (46/06.1.1) – The plaque purchased by the Council was considered too small by Mr Murfitt and will be held in reserve.  A larger plaque has been ordered and is to be paid for by Mrs Southgate.

67/06
POLICIES 

1. To consider Policy relating to requests under Freedom of Information Act – The Council discussed the draft policy and agreed on minor amendments. The Clerk will try to produce a table of charges to accompany the policy. The two invoices pending current requests were considered.  Proposed Cllr EW Hall, seconded Cllr Mrs P Golding.

It was resolved to approve the following:

· the Clerk will review the draft policy in accordance with the Council discussions and produce with a table of charges for consideration at another meeting;

· all invoices issued to date will remain in force and be due for payment by the deadline stated;

· upon adoption of a Policy for Applications under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, all previously issued invoices will be re-calculated in accordance with the approved table of charges and any amount found to be overcharged will be duly refunded to the applicants.

8.55pm Dist. Cllr Mrs Daters left the meeting.

68/06
HIGHWAYS 

1. Reply from CCC re matters reported from previous meetings (Min.48/06.2): 

1.1 Black Bank Road – CCC thanked the Council for its letter of support regarding recent works.

1.2 Cannon Street/ Hurst Lane junction – Temporary work has been carried out and an order has been raised to excavate and investigate possible drainage problem in the area.  

1.3 Chapel Lane, Lt Downham – No official Highway work has taken place in this area.  It could be the result of a Utility Company.

1.4 Cowbridge Hall Road, Lt Downham – Highways will get the potholes sorted out, but doubt if much is feasibly possible in the way of traffic calming on this road.  It is considered a minor road that only locals use, and by the nature of the road (narrow with bends) prohibits speeding.  The Council’s comment will be passed to Highways Traffic Section.

1.5 Adventurers Drove, Oxlode – Brian Murdoch has looked at this road recently and is going to put it in for a R & R (reconstruction and resurfacing) bid.

1.6 Speed sign near The Plough PH, Main Street, Lt Downham – Highways are aware of this sign not working.  Its traffic section is looking at all of the interactive signs at the moment.  It hopes to have this sorted out soon.

2. To report current matters of concern to CCC Highways:

2.1 Eagles Lane - Footpath 21 – Grass cuttings, hedge clippings and tree root stumps have been dumped along the track to the rear of Bishops Close.  It was suggested that a notice is put in the parish magazine to request that parishioners use organic waste bags for their garden waste and not to dump it along Footpaths.
69/06
CORRESPONDENCE 
For information only:

1. ECDC – Polling District Boundary Anomalies relating to four houses on West Fen Road, Ely – The following four properties are currently on the HI1 Ely West Register:

1. Maple House, West Fen Road, Ely (newly built property)

2. Hurst Lodge, West Fen Road, Ely

3. 163 West Fen Road, Ely 

4. Green Acre Farm, 161 West Fen Road, Ely 

With effect from 01/05/06, properties 1 & 2 were moved to IB1 Register (Downham Villages) and properties 3 & 4 were moved to HI2 Register (Ely South Ward).

2. English Heritage East of England Region – Proposed Extension to Broad Street Car Park, Ely


3. Sector Insp. A Gallop – East Cambs Neighbourhood News June 2006 issue


4. Cambs ACRE – Invitation to AGM 2006 05/09/06, St Ivo Leisure Centre, St Ives, at 5.30pm 

5. CCC – Changes to Local Bus Services (Lt Downham Parish informed, but no change)

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.10pm.

*Powers
[1]
Audit Commission Action 1998 s. 3

[2]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 111

[3]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 140A

[4]
Local Government Act 1972 s. 137 as amended by Local Government and Housing Act 1989 s. 36

[5]
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19

[6]
Open Spaces Act 1906 ss. 9 & 10

[7]
Local Government (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s. 5

[8]
Local Government Act 1972 ss. 112 & 151

[9]
Local Government Pension Scheme Regs 1997 4 (5) Statutory Instrument 1997/1612 (as amended)
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