LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of a Full Council Planning Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Village Hall, 

Main Street, Little Downham on Wednesday, 30 May 2007 commencing at 7.00pm.

Present: Cllr R Pearl, in the chair, and Cllrs Mrs D Adams-Payne, Mrs H Atwal, Mrs CE Hall, EW Hall, 
RS Martin, BL Taylor, AJ White and KO Winters. 

In attendance: Approximately 120 members of the public.
6.30pm – A period of 30 minutes was allowed before the start of the meeting for public viewing of the planning applications to be discussed.

Chairman’s opening remarks – The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and explained the procedure of the meeting to adjourn for a period of one hour to allow public comment on matters relating to the agenda.  The Clerk was asked to take notes during public forum for the Council to refer to when the meeting reconvenes. 
37/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – 
1. Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs CM Frankland.
38/07
TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM 
7.02pm
Meeting adjourned – The Chairman divided the hour into 20 minutes sessions for members of the public to express comments specific to each item on the agenda.  In order for the Council to gauge public feeling, the Chairman asked for a show of hands in a public vote on application 07/0484/FUL.  The result was recorded as: none in favour and a majority against.  It was noted that a few people did not put their hands up and the Chairman didn’t ask for abstentions because he felt that it wasn’t necessary. 
8.00pm
Meeting reconvened – 8 Members of the public left.
39/07
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  


1. Cllr EW Hall declared a personal interest in item 40/07.2 because he knows the applicant well

8.00pm
Meeting reconvened – Members of the public left, 36 remained.
227/06
TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

1. ECDC - Notification of Appeal:

	Land at:
	Land between 16 and 20 Third Drove Lt Downham

	Proposed Development:
	Family Gypsy Site

	Application Reference:
	06/01049/VAR

	D of E Appeal Reference:
	APP/V0510/A/07/2042527/NWF

	Appeal Starting Date:
	20th April 2007

	Appellant’s Name:
	Mrs Joan Clifton


The Parish Council discussed its original comment relating to the planning application and decided to send a further comment to the Inspector as follows:
Little Downham Parish Council understands that East Cambs District Council (LPA) will forward to you its previous comment relating to the above planning application.  In addition it wishes to comment and bring the following to your attention:

1.
It was noted that Clause 7 of the original terms and conditions of application 04/00750/FUL has not been stated on the appeal document and the Parish Council wishes to ensure that conditions are reinstated to any subsequent application.

2.
The Parish Council notes that a footpath alongside the site has been the cause of considerable discussion in the application and should not be obstructed by buildings or screening. 

3.
Due to the nature and size of the site, the Parish Council does have concerns regarding a precedence set in accordance with McCarthy v Secretary of State and South Cambridgeshire DC and Sheridan and others v Secretary of State and South Cambridgeshire DC.

4.
The Parish Council doesn’t believe that the update of Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Caravan sites ODPM Circular 01/2006, changes this in any way. 

2. To consider planning applications received:
Cllr EW Hall refrained from taking part in the discussion and decision of the following item.
2.1 07/00484/FUL, Mr G Loveridge, Land to west of Main Street, Pymoor - Change of use from vacant land to site for 2 mobile homes linked by a porch & associated outbuildings for domestic garaging & horticultural use -  Little Downham Parish Council recommends that this application is refused outright for the following reasons:

1. The Parish Council believes the proposed development of vacant land is outside the development area of Pymoor and in the open countryside where permission would not be considered, let alone granted, in general circumstances.

2. Access to and from the site is restricted due to it being situated off Byway No. 37 (Pygore Drove) with only one Right of Way entrance available via School Lane, which is currently inaccessible due to surface condition, flooding and vegetation.  The increase in traffic, including the transportation of the mobile homes, will adversely affect the condition of the green lane.  The site and drove is on a floodplain (see attached seven photographs)

3. Concern was expressed regarding the possible need for emergency services to gain access via the Byway to the site, a risk of sewage leaking into neighbouring ditches and irrigation systems from the septic tank and the lack of utilities on the site.

4. The site is not related to the public transport system, although the Council acknowledges that a school bus collects children from the bus shelter in the middle of the village during term time for the Downham Feoffees School and City of Ely College. 

5. If not done as standard practice, the Council recommends that a site survey is carried out and that the emergency services and other authorities (Internal Drainage Board, Water Authority etc.) are consulted on the proposed application.  

The Parish Council considers that it represents the views of a majority of the people that attended its meeting to voice their comments on this application.  A public vote was taken in a show of hands whereby no-one voted in favour and a great majority of approximately 120 people voted against.  The parish council has been informed that a number of other parishioners wished to protest but were unable to attend the meeting.

The Parish Council has made this comment with reference to policies 31 (sections (ii), (iii), (iv), (vi) and (vii)), 86 and 87 of the East Cambridgeshire District Local Plan 2000, with reference to the ECDC Supplementary Planning Guidance ‘Gypsy Site Provision’ December 2001, policy P7/4 of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Structure Plan 2003.  The ODPM Circular 01/2006 Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Caravan Sites refers to sustainability of sites.  The Parish Council does not believe that this site conforms to the Guidance Circular ODPM 01/2006 Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Caravan Sites.

9.00pm
10 Parishioners remained 

2.2 07/00497/FUM, Buckingham & Sparrow Limited, Land north of 92A Main Street, Lt Downham – Erection of 23 two storey dwellings (13no. two bedroom houses, 9no. three bedroom houses and 1no. four bedroom house), garaging, parking, access roads and associated site works - Little Downham Parish Council has concerns about this application and recommends that amendments and relevant conditions are applied to any permission.

Concerns:

1.  Social Housing - The Parish Council is pleased to support the developer’s proposal to include four social houses and its plans for them to be shared equity for local people.

Reason: There is a big need for affordable housing in the parish for parishioners.

2. Density of the Site - The Parish Council would like to be consistent by reiterating the view that it has made for similar developments that the density of housing is too many for this site in a rural village and particular concern regarding the increase in traffic movements that this would generate.

Reason: The density is considered higher than government guidelines for a rural location.  

 3. Utilities - The Parish Council is concerned that the services in the village, i.e. sewerage, water pressure and drainage, are already under pressure and that further development of this size should not be considered until these issues have been viewed and addressed.  The Parish Council feels that this is particularly pertinent to this site.

Reason: To reduce further problems that local residents currently encounter with utilities on a regular basis.

4. Boundary Screening - With reference to plots 3, 4 and 5, the Parish Council recommends that screening is provided to alleviate overlooking of neighbouring properties.

Reason:  To ensure privacy between neighbours.

5. Building Materials - Materials have not been specified on the application, the Parish Council recommends that the dwellings should be sympathetic with surrounding properties and in keeping with this rural location.

Reason: To safeguard the character of the area.

The Parish Council has made this comment based on public comments made at a Council meeting to discuss this application.
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.28pm.

LD.mins
Page 1 of 2
30/05/07

Little Downham Parish Council
LD.mins
Page 2 of 2
30/05/07

Little Downham Parish Council

