LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of an Extraordinary Meeting of Little Downham Parish Council held in the 
Village Hall, Main Street, Little Downham, on Thursday, 5 November 2009 commencing at 7.15pm.

Councillors present: RC Stacey, in the chair, and DA Adams-Payne (7.30pm), DJ Badcock, 
CM Frankland (7.20pm), CE Hall, EW Hall, RS Martin, M Oldfield, BL Taylor, AJ White and KO Winters.

In attendance: Ross Chilvers (Littleport & Downham Internal Drainage Board) and Dist. Cllr A Goodge.
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - received from Dist. Cllr A Bailey and County Cllr P Read.

	
	
	

	120/09
7.20pm

	TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None
Cllr Frankland arrived and apologised for lateness.


	

	121/09
	ENVIRONMENT AGENCY GREAT OUSE TIDAL RIVER STRATEGY
1. To discuss the detrimental effect the strategy may have on Little Downham Parish – A copy of the Environment Agency Great Ouse Tidal River Strategy and letters from Littleport & Downham Internal Drainage Board re proposed strategy and Environment Agency (reply) re floodplain status of the area were issued to members with their agenda.  Mr Chilvers was invited to explain the internal drainage board’s concerns regarding the strategy and answered questions from members.



	7.30pm
122/09
	Cllr Adams-Payne arrived and apologised for lateness.

TO ADJOURN MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM 
	

	7.37pm


	Meeting adjourned – No members of the public present.  Dist. Cllr Goodge was invited to comment.  He expressed that as high levels of water creep in this could also affect the local pumps.

Cllr Winters left the table, stood in the public area and stated that he had been to the planning committee meeting at ECDC yesterday.  The Chairman interrupted and asked if the matter related to an item on the agenda.  An altercation broke out in which Cllr Winters argued that it was his human right to say whatever he liked to the Council during Public Forum and that the Chairman was out of order to stop him.  The Chairman reiterated that it stated on the agenda that items in Public Forum were to relate to items on the agenda and he tried to explain that an item not on the agenda could be included on the next agenda. Cllr Winters retorted that it was the Clerk that put that on the agenda and it didn’t used to be like that.  The raised outbursts continued for five minutes.  Cllr Adams-Payne stood up from the table and declared she was going home to consider writing her resignation and would state that it was because of Cllr Winters’ behaviour.  Cllr Winters warned her to be careful what she writes.  The altercation ended with Cllr Adams-Payne telling Cllr Winters not to threaten her, asking what would he do and he stating he’ll sue her.  Cllr Adams-Payne left the room angrily.  Cllr Winters requested it be minuted that Cllr Adams-Payne slammed the door.   Cllr Winters returned to his seat at the Council table.

	7.43pm
	The Chairman reconvened the meeting to continue with the next item on the agenda.  
Cllr Badcock apologised and left the table to go after Cllr Adams-Payne.  Cllr Oldfield followed.


	123/09

	ENVIRONMENT AGENCY GREAT OUSE TIDAL RIVER STRATEGY - DRAFT CONSULTATION 1. To consider a comment for the public consultation – The points of concern were discussed. 


	7.50pm


	Cllr Badcock and Cllr Oldfield returned and sat at the Council table.  Cllr Adams-Payne sat in the public area. Cllr Badcock proposed that following the recent outbursts, which were out of order, the meeting is abandoned after the Planning item.  Cllr Oldfield seconded the proposal.  There were no objections.

	7.53pm
	Cllr Adams-Payne apologised to the Chairman and expressed to leave but would be happy to attend another meeting to sort this out, if necessary. The Chairman accepted her apology. 
Cllr Adams-Payne left.



	123/09
Cont...
	It was agreed to express the following comments in the reply to the consultation:
1. A lack of investment being proposed for work on both the Tidal River and the South Level Tidal Barrier Bank for the life of the Strategy;

2. The reduction in the standard of flood protection afforded to our area, which is predicted to fall from 1 in 120 years to that of 1 in 20 years by 2080;

3. The risk of flooding to 750 homes, approximately 40,000 acres of prime agricultural land and the potential loss of many businesses, especially in the local area which is predominantly a farming community;

4. The health and safety risk to people and the detrimental affect that flooding will have on communities, infrastructure, roads, electricity etc., which would take years to recover. 

The proposed 100-year Strategy would have a significant impact on Little Downham Parish and its future generations.  The Parish Council recommends that:

1. Work starts now to improve, or at least maintain, current standards and not leave it to 2080, which will be too late and more costly; 

2. An action plan for gradual improvements be undertaken over the period of the Strategy ready for climate change in the future;

3. Due to the lack of investment in the past, a maintenance programme is implemented for the removal of silt from Denver Sluice to King's Lynn.

Little Downham Parish Council strongly objects to the proposed Strategy and wishes its above comments be taken into consideration for the benefit of people living in the study area. 



	8.15pm
	Mr Chilvers & Dist. Cllr Goodge left the meeting
	


	124/09
	PLANNING MATTERS
	

	
	1. To consider planning applications received:

	
	1.1 09/00773/FUL Mr A Cook, Land to the south of Caraby, The Hythe, Lt Downham – Construction of a sand school with a 1.2m post and rail enclosure. 
RESOLVED: The Parish Council had no concerns. 

	
	

	
	2. Planning correspondence - For information only:

	
	2.1 ECDC - Applications refused: 09/00593/FUL, 09/00672/FUL,

	
	2.2 ECDC Street Name & Numbering – Nos. 2C – 2J Tower Road, Lt Downham – ECDC proposed a change of name but local residents objected. ECDC will reconsider if problems arise in the future. 

	
	

	Items 125/09 Finance, 126/09 Parish Matters and 127/09 Correspondence were not discussed

	
	

	128/09
	REQUEST OF ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

	
	1. Safety of the B1411 at Seven Sisters, Lt Downham – To express concerns regarding two accidents in two days at this location.

2. Chambers Way, Main Street Development (Buckingham & Sparrow site), Lt Downham – To express concern regarding potential refuse collection problems occurring at this site similar to that of Oak Farm Drive on Cannon Street.


The Chairman declared the meeting abandoned at 8.25pm.  The Admin & Finance Committee Meeting that was due to follow was cancelled.
Signed ………………………………..………………………..…    Date ……………….………………………
LD.mins
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