LITTLE DOWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held in the Church Rooms, Main Street, 

Little Downham on Thursday, 30th May 2006 commencing at 7.00pm.

Present: Cllr KI Norton, in the chair, and Cllrs Mrs P Golding, Mrs CE Hall, EW Hall, CE Heaps, RS Martin, 

R Pearl and AJ White. 

Public Forum – A period of 10 minutes was allowed for public comments.  There was no public present.

29/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs A Bailey, Mrs CM Frankland, Mrs ML MacCaulliffe, Dist. Cllr Mrs B Daters and County Cllr P Bailey.

30/06
MEMBERS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

1. Cllr R Pearl declared a personal interest in item 31/06.4 because he is friends with the applicants.  

2. Cllr Mrs P Golding declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 32/06 because she is a member of Pymoor Cricket and Social Club and on the Management Committee.

31/06
TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 

1.  06/00366/FUL Mr Jaggard, 44 Main Street, Pymoor – Construction of two storey side extension, rear conservatory and detached garage - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.  A footnote was added to the Council’s response: It is assumed that the new porch is included in the application as it is on the plans but not mentioned in the proposed development.

2. 06/00551/FUL Mr R Ure, Ely Eventing Centre, Fodder Fen Farm, Downham Common, Little Downham – Extension to existing office/store to form groom accommodation - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.   A footnote was added to the Council’s response: The Council recommends that the occupancy is reserved for workers in the equestrian industry.

3. 06/00586/FUL Mr & Mrs Sole, 3 Park Lane, Lt Downham – Conservatory - The Parish Council had no concerns about the application.

Cllr Pearl refrained from taking part in the discussion and decision of the following application.

4. 06/00618/OUT Mr R Day, Land adjacent to 7 Park Lane, Lt Downham – Demolish existing masonry stables and replace with 2 bed bungalow - The Parish Council had concerns about the application and recommended that it be addressed by outright refusal of permission.  A footnote was added to the Council’s response: The Council considers this proposal to be backland development.  It could present opportunity for other residents to follow suit, which could change the character of Park Lane.

Item 33/06 was brought forward at the Chairman’s discretion so Cllr Mrs Golding could go home prior to discussing 32/06, rather than wait outside the building alone in the dark for the last item on the agenda.
33/06
LITTLE DOWNHAM PAVILION


1. To consider Pavilion electrics – 

1.1 Cllr Pearl reported that while present at the pavilion for the Youth Centre painting, the electrician, who installed the pavilion porch and emergency lights, also converted the single sockets to double sockets in the main area and changing room (Min.23/06.1.02).  Although, a quotation for sockets from Holgate & French (Shelford) Ltd was dismissed, the Council considered the cost of portable appliance testing.

1.2 It was brought to the Council’s attention by Holgate & French during a site visit to quote for the above, that there is no 30ma RCD protection on the circuits and that bonding is not to current standards.  There is no statutory requirement for the Council to upgrade the installation immediately.  However, Holgate & French would not undertake to complete an installation of additional work without the RCD protection and bonding being upgraded.  Proposed Cllr Mrs CE Hall, seconded Cllr Mrs P Golding.

It was resolved that in light of the above information a periodic test should be carried out on the whole installation of the pavilion by Holgate & French (Shelford)Ltd at a cost of £135 and include portable appliance testing on the water boiler, fridge and oven at the same time.
[1]


2. To approve contract for fire extinguishers (Min.225/05.2) – The fire extinguishers and relevant signs were installed on 26/05/06 and a service contract signed in accordance with the Council’s instructions (Min.225/05.2).  Although the contract is for a minimum of 10 years, under the Consumer Credit Act 1974, the Council can opt to end the agreement after 18 months by writing to the person authorised to receive payments and giving at least three months’ notice.  All payments will have to be made until the time the agreement comes to an end.  Fire blankets are not included in the contract and will be purchased from a different supplier. Proposed R Martin, seconded Mrs CE Hall.


It was resolved to approve the contract with Chubb Fire Limited who will provide a hydrospray water extinguisher, CO2 extinguisher and carry out maintenance and service checks @ £77.75 + VAT p.a. and also the purchase of extinguisher safety straps and relevant signs for all pavilion fire appliances.







[1]

7.55pm
Cllr Mrs Golding left the meeting.

32/06
LEGAL MATTERS 

1. Pymoor Cricket & Social Club – Pending Transfer Agreement – Matters for consideration – Following enquiries by the Clerk with District Council legal section, it was brought to the Council’s attention that, when signed, the agreement would give Pymoor Social Club ownership of the land south of the play area, which hypothetically, could be sold for whatever reason for development.  The Council in return would have a permissive right of way that would not necessarily be upheld by the new landowner.   In light of the Club still trying to clarify its trustees, the Council decided it should withdraw from the transfer process with immediate effect.  With regards to current use, the Council feels that nothing has changed and that the Club, its members and visitors can continue to use the land as an overspill to the Club’s carpark.  

It was resolved that the Clerk should write to the secretary of the Pymoor Cricket & Social Club Committee informing of the Council’s decision to withdraw from the transfer agreement with immediate effect based on the following reasons and in order to maintain the land in the Council’s name and secure it for the long term benefit of the community for public use:

1. A Conveyance made 30/05/91 between Mr & Mrs W J James and Little Downham Parish Council clearly states that the land is owned by the Parish Council.  It was subsequently registered with the Land Registry on 16/07/91. 

2. In the public’s interest, the Council felt it could not justify transferring ownership of a public area of land in exchange for a permissive right of way that in effect could not be legally upheld if the land was sold for whatever reason.

3. The matter has been pending since November 1998, over which time the Clerk and District Council solicitor have made numerous enquiries regarding the progress of the Agreement.  

4. From the Council’s point of view the initial need to clarify ownership of the land as questioned in Bendall Roberts initial letter dated 09/11/98 does not exist. 

It was resolved that the Clerk should forward a copy of the letter to Mrs M Camp, District Council Legal Services, with instructions to inform the Club’s solicitor, Bendall Roberts, that the Parish Council is withdrawing from the transfer process with immediate effect.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.20pm.

Signed ………………………………..………………………..…    Date ……………….………………………

*Powers
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Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19
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